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2008 Water Legislation  

adjacent basin to its service    
area if specific conditions and 
limitations are met. 
 
SB 1120—Navigable stream 
adjudication commission:      
continues the Commission until 
June 30, 2012. 
 
SB 1289—Flood protection     
districts: establishes financial 
mechanisms for a District to      
construct, reconstruct, replace, 
renovate, repair or acquire a 
flood protection facility. 
 
SB 1380—Drought         
emergency groundwater 
transfers: annual session law 
that allows limited transfers of 
groundwater across basin 
boundaries outside of an AMA 
during drought emergencies,   
requires approval from the    
Director of ADWR. 
 
 
Continued on Page 4 

For a summary   

of all 2008 

legislation from 

the Committee         

on Water and 

Agriculture, visit:  

www.azleg.gov 

HB 2270—Water supply,    
disclosure: requires the       
Department of Real Estate      
and ADWR to post specific   
information relating to water 
supplies on their websites.     
Requires a city, town or private 
water company that is located 
outside an AMA to provide    
information on water supplies to 
any person who makes such a 
request.  
 
HB 2771—Interstate Water 
Transfers: authorizes the          
Director of ADWR to establish 
an application fee to transport 
water from Arizona for use in 
another state. 
 
HB 2772—Coconino plateau 
groundwater basin: allows a 
city or town that is located in the    
Coconino Plateau groundwater 
basin and has a population of no 
more than 8,000 persons to   
transfer groundwater from an  

After an aggressive legislative agenda in 2007 that saw the passage of the 
“water adequacy” legislation and other Statewide Water Advisory Group 
(SWAG) proposals, the Department spent the 2008 legislative session 
primarily working with legislators on their own proposals and weighing in 
on policy discussions.  Below is a summary of the 2008 water legislation. 

CONSERVING WATER TODAY FOR ARIZONA’S TOMORROW 

http://www.azleg.gov�
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John Munderloh, Water 
Resource Manager,     
Town of Prescott Valley 
represents the Prescott 
AMA.  
  
ADWR is asking the     
advisory committee to help 
the Department finalize the 
draft guidance document 
prepared by ADWR staff.  
This document contains       
instructions and guidance 
for municipal providers 
entering the MNPCCP.   
 
Once finalized, the       
guidance document will    
be made available to all      
providers who were     
noticed about the       
modifications.   
 
Additionally, the committee 
is being asked to assist in 
establishing content and 
identifying experts to     

Earlier this year, ADWR 
officially modified the Third       
Management Plans (TMP) 
for Active Management 
Areas (AMA) to include a 
new regulatory program for 
cities, towns and private 
water companies: the  
Modified Non-Per        
Capita Conservation     
Program (MNPCCP). The 
modifications were adopted 
April 1, 2008 and became 
effective May 20, 2008.   
 
The enabling legislation   
for the MNPCCP allowed 
for the establishment of   
an advisory committee     
to assist in evaluating the   
program.  The committee 
includes policy staff and 
water conservation      
practitioners representing 
municipal water providers 
from each AMA.  

facilitate Department-
sponsored workshops  
about the new program.   
 
Once the MNPCCP is fully   
underway, the advisory 
committee will be asked to 
review current program 
developments and provide 
recommendations intended 
to improve implementation 
of the program.  
 
Eventually, the advisory 
committee may be asked to 
participate in periodic   
reviews and evaluations of 
the program, including 
evaluation of specific Best 
Management Practices and 
provide guidance and    
recommendations on 
changes that may improve 
the overall effectiveness of 
the program. 

Bruce Hallin, SRP 
Fernando Molina, Tucson Water  
Graham Symmonds, Global Water Resources 
Gregg Capps, City of Chandler 
Jake Lenderking, Arizona American Water 
Jim Poulos, Robson Communities  
John Munderloh, Town of Prescott Valley 

MNPCCP Advisory Members 
Martin Garlant, Rio Rico Utilities 
Ron Whittler, Town of Buckeye 
Steve Olea, AZ Corporation Commission 
Steve Olson, AMWUA  
Tom Harrell, Arizona Water Company 
Warren Tenney, Metropolitan DWID  

Get to Know…  
MNPCCP Advisory Committee 

Want to learn       
more about water  
conservation  
measures?  
 
ADWR is planning a         
free workshop where     
providers can learn 
how to communicate 
the importance of   
water conservation    
to customers, where      
to get conservation     
materials, the          
fundamentals about 
metering, and other 
best management   
practices.  
 
The workshop will          
also address the      
basic requirements     
of the new MNPCCP;      
however, all Arizona 
water providers are      
welcome! 
 
Tentative Date  
& Location:  
January 20, 2008 
ADWR 
3550 N Central Ave, 
Phoenix 
 
For more information,  
contact the Prescott 
AMA office. 

Water  
Providers  
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The EPA has recognized the 
state of Arizona’s commitment 
to water efficiency by naming 
Arizona the winner of the EPA’s 
WaterSense State Challenge.   
 
Arizona was chosen over all 
other competing states due     
in part to ADWR’s efforts in   
signing up the most local    
agencies—representing the 
greatest increase in percentage 
of population—as WaterSense 
members.   
 

Arizona Wins EPA Contest! 

Arizona will have the opportunity to 
collaborate with the EPA on a media 
outreach campaign that could include 
one or more of the following:  
 
Î Media tour with interviews and 

events. 
Î Consumer education campaign. 
Î Social marketing training for    

utilities. 
 

WHAT DOES THE  
WINNING STATE GET? 

It’s not too late to benefit from all of the free conservation information, support and materials provided through the          
WaterSense program. To become a partner, please visit the WaterSense website: www.epa.gov/watersense 

NOT A PARTNER YET? 

“ 

” 

This achievement is a testimony to the  
dedication ADWR has to conserve our most 

vital resource.  We’ve been joined in this    
latest effort by a group of responsible,        

forward-looking communities and agencies. 
Herb Guenther, Director, ADWR   

A special thank you to the  
City of Prescott for becoming  
a WaterSense Partner and  
contributing to this achievement 

Water Year Summary 
River Basin 

Percent of 30-year average 
Precipitation at NRCS high  

elevation gauges 

Salt River Basin 121% 

Verde River Basin 109% 

Little Colorado River Basin 124% 

San Francisco-Upper Gila River Basin 104% 

The good news: the above-
average precipitation in the 
White Mountains, Salt River, 
Phoenix area, and the south  
central deserts filled the state’s 
reservoirs this year.   
 
The not-so-good news: many 
parts of the state are still suffer-
ing from long-term precipitation 
deficits which affect vegetation 
health, water supplies, and range 
and pasture conditions. 

WaterSense is a program     
developed by the EPA to do for 
water efficiency what the     
Energy Star program did for 
energy efficiency. 
     
WaterSense aims at simplifying 
purchasing decisions by       
identifying efficient, water-
saving devices. 
 
Expect to see WaterSense    
messages popping up on 
ADWR materials as part of a 
statewide marketing campaign. 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/partners/index.htm�


2200 East Hillsdale Road 

Prescott, AZ  86301 

Phone: 928.778.7202 

Fax: 928.776.4507 

Email:  prescottama@azwater.gov 

Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Prescott Active Management Area 

www.azwater.gov 

Water Legislation (continued) 
 
HB 2209—general appropriations act, 
fiscal year 2008-2009: for ADWR, the 
budget calls for a reduction of $6.9 million in 
the General Fund appropriation. This is offset 
by a corresponding fund transfer of $6.9    
million from the Arizona Water Bank to 
ADWR's operating budget. The Water Bank 
gave up an additional $5.5 million to help   
address the state's $2.2 billion deficit.   
 
HB 2620—budget adjustments, fiscal 
year 2007-2008: makes various budget    
revisions, transfers, reversions, capital spending 
changes, and supplemental appropriations in 
order to balance the FY 2007-2008 state 
budget.  For ADWR, the legislation reduces 
the Water Bank Fund’s $2,000,000 FY 2007-
2008 appropriation to $1,000,000. 

Regulatory Stuff 
In 2008, the Prescott AMA office sent 
eleven advisory letters to water right 
holders for failure to file an annual with-
drawal and use report; four for failing to 
submit an updated service area map; two for 
pumping more than the permitted volume 
associated with the wells; and two for failing 
to meter properly. 
 
The AMA office sent one citation for 
pumping over the permitted volume      
associated with the wells and one for failure 
to file an annual withdrawal and use report. 

Did You Know? 
In 2008, the Department issued the  
following for the Prescott AMA:   
 
Î Draft Decision regarding the City of 

Prescott’s application to Modify their 
Assured Water Supply Designation 

Î Three Non-exempt, Non-Service Area 
Well Permits 

Î Two Service Area Well Permits 
Î Two Mineral Extraction Permits 
Î One Certificate of Assured Water Supply 
Î One Analysis of Assured Water Supply 
Î One Initial Notice of Intent to Establish a 

New Service Area Right 
 

The following applications are pending: 
 

Î One Modification of an Underground 
Storage Facility 

Î Two Recovery Well Permits 
Î Two Service Area Well Permits 

For 2009, the Department will focus on budget 
issues as the State struggles to deal with a 
growing budget deficit.  Still, the Department 
will pursue two new statutory changes       
pertaining to (1) surface water permit enforce-
ment and (2) a limited prohibition on the 
transfer of effluent water between ground-
water basins.  For more information on these 
proposals or to participate in the stakeholder 
process, please contact Fred Breedlove at  
febreedlove@azwater.gov or (602) 771-8429. 
 
The next legislative session starts on January 
12, 2009.  

mailto:prescottama@azwater.gov�
http://www.azwater.gov/dwr/�
mailto:febreedlove@azwater.gov�
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